Elder abuse. Implications for staff development.
Elder abuse has become a problem of growing concern to healthcare providers, including registered nurses. Two descriptive surveys were completed that related to the knowledge and experience of registered nurses with the problem. Registered nurses reported experience with the problem but indicated a lack of knowledge. Nurse educators must provide education on the topic of elder abuse that includes what constitutes elder abuse, the scope of the problem, the law and implications for practice, how to assess and intervene, and resources available. This will ensure that registered nurses in all settings have the knowledge to address this major healthcare issue.